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he built a palace in Indraprasta that, like a mass of sunset clouds, rose conspicuous into the sky, filling the view. Now this palace, wide, delightful, refreshing, possessed an exceedingly beautiful form and shone with such splendour, being lit by celestial and terrestrial light, that it seemed as if it were on fire, and its brilliance darkened even the bright rays of the Sun itself. Furnished with golden doors and archways, adorned with varied pictures, and hung with costly curtains, it excelled in beauty afi earthly palaces. And in the courtyard thereof, the demon Illusion set a peerless pool wherein grew lotuses with leaves of dark-coloured gems and stalks of bright jewels, while other water plants showed golden leaves and flowers of precious stones. Now a flight of crystal stairs led from the bank to the edge of the water that was rippled by the cool gentle breeze which, sweeping over the surface, softly shook the numerous flowers. And the banks of the pool were made of costly marble and jasper set with pearls and lapis lazuli. And over all lay a delicious fragrance born from the ever-blossoming trees of green foliage and cool shade that grew about the palace.
Nor was this the only reward the two heroes received for their extraordinary prowess in driving out the demons from the Khandava forest. For the Great God Indra, sending for the two warriors, addressed them thus:
" Lo!  I am gratified by ye.   Ask of ye each a boon that no man can obtain otherwise/'
Then Arjuna asked hastily for all Great Indra's celestial weapons and the Great God promised them in due time ; but Krishna only asked that his friendship with Arjuna should be eternal, and that boon also was granted to them.

